Acute Cardiac Failure Due to Takotsubo Cardiomyopathy Secondary to a Phone Call for Lung Transplantation: A Case Report.
Lung transplantation is a therapeutic option for certain end-stage lung diseases. The phone call for lung transplantation is a major event in the life of these patients; as a result, it can generate significant stress. We herein present the case of a 58-year-old female patient with end-stage chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) who, while on the lung transplantation waiting list, received such a call. Complete transplant work-up, including cardiac tests undertaken shortly before, had revealed no contraindication to lung transplantation. She was admitted with severe acute respiratory failure, and her extensive work-up was compatible with pulmonary edema due to takotsubo cardiomyopathy. The lung transplantation was thus cancelled, owing to the patient's health condition and the poor quality of the graft as well. The patient stayed in the intensive care unit for several days, requiring noninvasive ventilation. The left ventricular function recovered completely within 10 days postdiagnosis, and the patient was discharged 13 days after her admission. The patient was transplanted 1 month thereafter, without any particular problems; she is currently, 8 months post-transplantation, in good condition. In the given case, the call for lung transplantation could have generated emotional stress severe enough to lead to takotsubo cardiomyopathy.